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The Campaign for the Androscoggin 

 

Dear MLT Members and Friends, 

From its origin in Umbagog Lake in Errol, NH to its end, 178 miles later in Merrymeeting 

Bay in Brunswick, ME, the Androscoggin River has been a cultural and economic power-

house for New Hampshire and Maine.  Once one of the most polluted rivers in the Northeast, 

today, the Androscoggin is a Class B river complete with riffles and rapids and a favorite with 

anglers and paddlers alike. 

Mahoosuc Land Trust’s Campaign for the Androscoggin is a rare opportunity to permanently 

protect some of the least developed, wildest stretches remaining on the Androscoggin and sur-

rounding uplands. The campaign aims to preserve the 853-acre Shelburne Riverlands and 

the 973-acre Tumbledown Dick Mountain located downriver in Gilead, which is a portion of 

the 15,000-acre Chadbourne Tree Farm. Together these projects will permanently conserve 

critical wildlife habitat, remove carbon dioxide from the air, and ensure valuable open space 

for generations to come. Turn the page to learn more about these projects and how you can 

support this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. 

Sincerely, 

Bob O’Brien, Board President 
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SHELBURNE RIVERLANDS PROJECT 

The Upland Parcels Three of the mainland for-

est parcels provide future opportunities for quiet 

trails and for winter cross-country skiing.  One 

of the parcels completes a large conservation 

corridor and contains the only unprotected sec-

tion of the popular Philbrook Farm “White Trail” 

on its way to the Crow’s Nest located on MLT-

protected Crow Mountain Farm Easement. 

The Shelburne Riverlands Project is a collabo-

rative effort between Mahoosuc Land Trust and 

The Conservation Fund to acquire and preserve 

853 acres of significant riverfront and wildlife 

habitat along the Androscoggin River in Shel-

burne, NH.   

PROPERTY FEATURES 

• A series of 22 islands and 12 mainland par-

cels totaling 853 acres located along an 8.7-

mile stretch of the Androscoggin River in 

Shelburne, NH. 

• Fourteen miles of Androscoggin shoreline as 

well as 4 miles of inland stream channels. 

• Habitat for wildlife, including a nesting pair 

of bald eagles, moose, beaver, waterfowl, 

bear, and otter.  

• A link between hundreds of thousands of 

acres of intact forests connecting the Ma-

hoosucs with the White Mountain National 

Forest. 

The River  The wild and scenic nature of the is-

lands and mainland parcels is what makes this 

section of the river so beloved by paddlers and 

anglers.  Drifting down the river is a quiet expe-

rience, and this project protects the places people 

love to explore.  

This unique opportunity would not have been 

possible without the help of the Shelburne Con-

servation Commission. 

To learn more about the Shelburne Riverlands 

Project and how you can contribute to its perma-

nent conservation, visit: www.mahoosuc.org. 

Photo:  Katie Stuart 

"I have lived in Shelburne for 58 years and I 

treasure the beauty of the Androscoggin Valley.  The Riverlands project ensures that future genera-

tions can experience the same river that I have known."           Stan Judge, Shelburne Select Board, 

Shelburne Conservation Commission 

Photo: EcoPhotography 

Experience the Shelburne Riverlands!  

Watch the two videos on the  

Mahoosuc Land Trust You Tube channel.  

http://www.mahoosuc.org


Tumbledown Dick Mountain Project 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When MLT and local conservation partners saw the 

chance to work with The Conservation Fund (TCF) to try 

to conserve over 15,000 acres of forestland, the 978-acre 

Tumbledown Dick Mountain parcel stood out. We real-

ized it was a chance to conserve a recreational and ecolog-

ical jewel in the 15,000-acre Chadbourne Tree Farm. 

A COLLABORATIVE EFFORT 

By working with regional and national partners, MLT re-

alized a chance to conserve an important tract in the West-

ern Maine Mountains - the largest unfragmented forested 

area in the eastern U.S. and the nation’s largest globally 

important bird area. In June of 2020, The Conservation 

Fund was able to purchase the 15,000-acre Chadbourne 

Tree Farm. TCF will manage the lands in the interim 

while it works with its major partners - Mahoosuc Land 

Trust, Mahoosuc Pathways, Western Foothills Land Trust 

and the U.S. Forest Service - to raise the needed funding.  

TUMBLEDOWN DICK HIGHLIGHTS: 

•  Awe-inspiring views that include the Presidential 
Range and the property’s mile-long riverfront along 
the Androscoggin River 

• Cliff face that is a favorite with rock climbers 

• Picturesque waterfalls 

• Great potential for future hiking trails 

• Habitat for wildlife and plants 

• Links to thousands of acres of already conserved 
lands in the Mahoosuc Range and the White Moun-
tain National Forest 

• Established snowmobile trail maintained by a local 
club 

FUNDING 

To fulfill our part of this once-in-a-lifetime collaborative 

effort, MLT must raise the funds to make public access 

and conservation permanent on Tumbledown Dick Moun-

tain. To learn more about the Tumbledown Dick Moun-

tain Project and how you can contribute to its permanent 

conservation, visit: www.mahoosuc.org. 

 

“The potential for trails to beautiful views, along a burbling stream running through a healthy 

forest with some large trees, is enough to quicken your heart. After a fairly gentle climb along an 

old logging road, we found ourselves in a large grassy area, which if cleared a bit would offer 

spectacular views of the Presidentials and surrounding area.”   

— Lida Iles, MLT member  
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http://www.mahoosuc.org


 

 

Garden Tours Enjoy a guided tour led by one of 

the garden volunteers 

July 22, 29;  August 8, 19, 22;               

September 9,19 

Parents’ and Grandparents’ 
Day 

Scavenger hunts, monarch tagging, 

and much more 

July 25; August 29 

After Hours in the Garden Relax after a day at work or play  August 5;  September 16      

Monarch Butterfly Tagging Watch a demonstration on tagging 

monarch butterflies before they 

head to Mexico 

August 12, 15, 26 

September 5 

Artists in the Garden 

 

Join MLT’s artist-in-residence to 

learn the art of field sketching 

August 1; September 2 

NON-PROFIT 

BULK RATE 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

BETHEL, ME 

PERMIT #18 

Board of Directors 
President 

Robert O’Brien, Albany 

Vice-President 

Laurie Winsor, Bethel 

Secretary 

Bonnie Pooley, Albany 

Treasurer 

Richard Stratton, Hanover 

Board Members 

Joseph Aloisio, Jr., Albany 

Mac Davis, Albany 

Sue Dunn, Bethel 

Robert Duplessie, Andover 

Larry Ely, Shelburne, NH 

Amy Halsted, Newry 

Michael Hyman, Bethel 

Robert Iles, Bethel 

Lizz Peacock, Newry 

Mia Purcell, Bryant Pond 

Sara Shifrin, Bethel 

Stephen Smith, Albany 

Katie Stuart, Shelburne, NH 

Executive Director 

Kirk Siegel, Albany 

Development Director 

Barbara Murphy, W. Paris 

Pollinator Garden Special Events 
Wednesdays 5:30-7:00 p.m.; Saturdays 8:30-10:00 a.m. 

To receive updates on events and opportunities, sign up for our free e-newsletter.  

Email Barbara to be added to the list.  barbara@mahoosuc.org 

PO Box 981 

Bethel, ME 04217 

www.mahoosuc.org 

Follow us! 

 Mahoosuc Land Trust’s 2020 Annual Meeting            Sunday, August 16th, 4:00 p.m. EST 

Vote on new Board members, experience the Shelburne Riverlands through an amazing video 

To receive a Zoom link to the meeting, email info@mahoosuc.org;  or call 207-824-38066 


