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Conserving special places for all

LARRY STIFLER/MARY MCFADDEN CHALLENGE
The generosity of conservationists is a constant surprise and inspiration to us.  Several months ago, Larry Stifler and
Mary McFadden contacted us with an open offer of help.  When we asked what their goals were, their response
was, “tell us your wish list, our goal is simply to help the land trust in the best way that we can.”  So we did!

In1978 Larry and Mary went snowshoeing on Peabody Mountain in Albany and fell in love with the area.  They bought
the mountain site and constructed a post and beam home a few years later.  Their property, called Northern Retreat, is
managed for sustainable forestry, water quality, wildlife habitat, recreation and traditional uses.  The Stiflers are longtime
members of the Mahoosuc Land Trust and active in land conservation in Massachusetts, where they established the
Wareham Land Trust in 2001. The historic Bumpus Mine is located on their land and they share their interest in Maine
minerals with the community.  Last year they published a book, Maine Feldspar, Families and Feuds, Oxford County
Mining History, written by Vandall King about the area’s rich mineral history. “We hope our incentive will help bring
new support as well as new members to sustain the important work of the Mahoosuc Land Trust,” said Larry about the
challenge grant.  Adds Mary, “The Mahoosuc Land Trust deserves as much support from the community as it can get to
save the critical lands that define the very character of this beautiful area.”

WILDLIFE CORRIDOR STUDY
The Mahoosuc Land Trust has received funding from the Davis Conservation Fund to conduct a study to identify and
map wildlife travel corridors in the Mahoosuc Region of Maine. The study is a collaborative project with the Androscoggin
River Watershed Council, the Maine Audubon Society, the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, and the
Quebec Labrador Foundation – Center for Community GIS.

The study will be based on existing information that has been mapped by various federal and state agencies and conservation
organizations.  After careful interpretation of this information and aerial photography, a consultant and volunteers will
review priority sites in the field to confirm the mapping.

The land trust will conduct a volunteer training in the late summer. If you have an interest in participating in the
study, contact the land trust. This is a great opportunity to learn about GPS mapping, explore the backcountry and
help the land trust.

The results of the study will be used to prioritize land conservation projects and to work with landowners to conserve
these important areas.

 Mary McFadden
and Larry Stifler

We are thrilled to announce that Larry and Mary are funding a $50,000 Challenge in 2010.  This
is a rare opportunity in that the money will be used to fund our operating budget and to build our
operational reserves.  In these times, this is a significant gift.  So here is our challenge for the year:

All new donations to membership and annual appeal or increases above 2009 levels will be
matched on a 1-to-1 basis up to $50,000.  As a further incentive, Larry and Mary have created a
2-for-1 match for any new Summit Society members – those who donate at least $1,000 a year.
A new $1,000 donation will raise an additional $2,000 for the land trust via this challenge.
Current Summit Society members who increase their donation will also have the increased
amount matched 2-for-1.  We have our work cut out for us; raising $50,000 new dollars is a big
job.  If there was ever a year to bring in new members and stretch our giving, this is it.  We would
like to thank Larry and Mary for being wonderful neighbors and making such a significant
donation to conservation.  We are very grateful for this opportunity.



President’s Message
As we marked the 20th anniversary of the Mahoosuc Land
Trust in 2009, we found ourselves heavily involved in
working with land owners seeking ways to conserve their
lands.  The land trust acquired its first New Hampshire
conservation easement in Shelburne and is currently
working on what will be its largest easement spanning three
local towns in Maine.

Working through the land trust accreditation process and
implementing Land Trust Alliance standards and practices
has strengthened the organization’s ability to ensure that it
is meeting its land stewardship responsibilities.  The Board
and all the land trust committees are all working hard to
complete the accreditation process.  Thank you to all who
are working on improving the land trust’s capacity to pursue
its mission.

As you read the article on the Larry Stifler/Mary McFadden
Challenge opportunity for the Mahoosuc Land Trust, you
may ask yourself how you can help.  Everyone can assist by
spreading the word about the land trust and by recruiting
new members.  Tell your friends and neighbors about the
Mahoosuc Land Trust’s efforts and encourage them to join

us.  If all who read this were to enlist one new member, the
result would be tremendous.  If by chance you have
forgotten to renew your own membership, please renew
now.  Remember that all increased giving by individuals
over the amount given last year will be matched.  This is
the time to give that extra gift.

Please join me in my new mantra borrowed from the
Starship Enterprise, “May the Forest be with Us!”

      Steve Wight, President

WHITECAP NEWS
During this past winter while Whitecap’s trails have been enjoyed by skiers and snowshoers, the Whitecap Stewardship
Committee has been working on plans for the coming summer.  A trail management plan was completed by Caribou
Recreation Development (Mike Cooper).  With the plan completed, we applied to Land for Maine’s Future to fund the
access improvements.  Our goal is to improve water bars and drainage, as well as re-routing a short section of the Starr
Trail.  All of this work, designed to make the trail more user friendly, will be completed in the fall by Mike Cooper and
a trail crew from the Appalachian Mountain Club (AMC) or the Maine Conservation Corps.

We have also received funding to have an intern, Joel Alex, work with us this summer to collate our forest management
plan and trail management plan into one property management plan.  Funding for Joel’s work was made possible by a

Whitecap Hike celebrating the 20th Anniversary of the Mahoosuc Land Trust

Maine Land Trust Network / Land Trust Alliance Excellence
Program grant. Hopefully the Whitecap property will be certified
in the American Tree Farm Program, enabling us to apply for
some funding from the USDA Conservation Security Program.
This funding could be applied to either stewardship or projects
to benefit the Whitecap property.

Every summer we appreciate the volunteers from the Rumford Peak-
a-Week hiking group and the Maine Chapter of the AMC, as well as
our Whitecap Stewardship Committee members, who keep these
trails in shape.  If you would like to enjoy a day on the mountain
working with others, call the land trust office at 824-3806 and we
will include you in the fun.  See schedule in  Noteworthy.

Northern Retreat Hike, July 2009



Noteworthy
LOCAL KNOWLEDGE SERIES 2009-2010

Each time the Local Knowledge Committee gets ready to plan the next
year’s series, we are amazed that so many possibilities present themselves.
We thought we’d run out of ideas a long time ago. This year, the ninth
year of the series, was no exception. We are very pleased with the variety
and quality - again.

We began in November with Randy Bennett, Executive Director and
Curator of the Bethel  Historical Society, giving a presentation on the
history of the White Mountain Club of Portland (1873 – 1884).

Steven Seames worked long and hard to arrange the program on historic
maps of Maine, with Barry Allen, a professional land surveyor as the
speaker. The maps in the exhibit came from many private collections as
well as state and local archives. The attendance at this event, held at the
Bethel Inn Conference Center, overwhelmed our expectations. People
came from all over the state, with many coming from out of state as well.
This was certainly a banner occasion.

Jim Mann of Mt. Mann Jewelers of  Bethel presented an excellent program
featuring pictures and specimens of gems and minerals of  Maine and
New Hampshire at the Shelburne, NH, Town Hall on April 7.

For the final event, David Brown returned, this time to speak about bird
migration and to lead a birding trip. Tweny enthusiastic birders went on
the field trip, despite the cold, wet weather.  Twelve bird species were
identified from their calls.

At the annual meeting this year, we were pleased to have Bernd Heinrich
with us again, this time to introduce us to Bumble Bee Economics.
Walter Hatch received the Bruce & Becky Bailey Award for outstanding
volunteer service to the land trust.  The University of Maine 4H Camp
provided a new and very appropriate venue, and MLT treasurer William
Andrews provided the atmospheric lighting.

Thanks to the committee - Lucia Owen, Jan Stowell, Becky Kendall,
Frank Vogt, Steve Seames, ably enabled by Jolan Ippolito and Jim
Mitchell. As always, we welcome suggestions for the coming year, though
once again we seem to have many to choose from already.

CONSERVATION IN SHELBURNE
Congratulations to the Philbrook Farm Inn in Shelburne, NH for the
completion of their conservation easement.  The Farm worked with The
Conservation Fund on the project and completed it in December of
2009, protecting approximately 800 acres including the summit of
Mt. Cabot and 150 acres along the Androscoggin River.  The donation
of the easement on First Mountain to the Mahoosuc Land Trust helped
secure the funding from the New Hampshire Land and Community
Heritage Investment Program to help protect this historic property.
The easement will be held by the state of New Hampshire.

INTERNS
Maya Velasco volunteered as an intern at the land trust during the fall
of 2009 and early this past winter.  Maya had spent the summer of
2009 as the Camp Dodge Head Crew Leader for the Appalachian
Mountain Club.  She was an invaluable resource for the land trust as we
worked to strengthen our policies and procedures to include the Land
Trust Alliance accreditation standards.  Thank you, Maya, for all of
your work on developing and updating policies and practices.

Joel Alex has returned to the land trust as a summer intern to write a
management plan for the Whitecap Mountain Preserve.  Joel will work
with the Whitecap Stewardship Committee and community members
to incorporate and formalize the plan.  Joel worked as an intern last
summer to write the management plans for all of the islands and
Androscoggin River properties for the land trust.

SUMMIT SOCIETY
The Summit Society was launched in 2008 to recognize members who
donate at least $1,000 to our annual operating funds.  We were delighted
to have had 20 Summit Society members in 2009.  The Summit Society
is a fun way to meet fellow conservationists and attend several interesting
events.  This year we will visit Forest Lodge on the Rapid River and
have a summer wine and cheese social.  In March we watched the maple
sugaring at Goose Eye Farm in Newry and enjoyed tasty samples.  We’d
love to have you join us.  Please contact the land trust for more
information.  All new Summit Society members money will be matched
2:1 in 2010.

TRAIL WORK DAYS
Rumford Whitecap:  June 5, 2010, National Trails Day will be a trail
work day.  Meet at 9AM at the parking lot on the East Andover Road at
the trail head.

Rumford Whitecap:  On June 11 the Bates Outing Club Alumni will
be heading up a trail work day.  Again, meet at 9AM at the parking lot
on the East Andover Road at the trail head.

Trail behind MLT Office: June 6 trail cleanup day behind the MLT
office.  Meet at 2PM.

GIFT IDEAS
Looking for a gift with lasting pleasure?  Give a membership to the
Mahoosuc Land Trust for birthdays, anniversaries and special occasions.
A gift announcement will be sent out, in your name, with a photograph
of a special place the land trust has conserved.  Your gift will be a gift for
the future as well as for the present.

Bonnie Pooley, Walter and Carolyn Hatch,
Steve Wight at presentation of

Bruce and Becky Bailey Award to Walter.



Summit Society Members
Alice M. and Wilder K. Abbott
William and Deborah Andrews
Al and Lee Barth
Ken  Bohr
Larry Ely and Ginger Lawson
Bill Golden and Gwynne Morgan
Richard E. Gordet and Sonja Johanson
Rupert and Suzanne Grover *
Walter and Carolyn Hatch
Jeff Newsom and Saranne Taylor
John and Jane Payne
Erik and Andrea Preusse
Walter Shevchuk and Sophia Bilinsky *
Larry Stifler and Mary McFadden
Jan Stowell
Raymond Taylor
Dick Valentine
David Walker and Nancy Babcock
W.J.Wheeler Inc.
Steve and Peggy Wight

Members and Donors
Mary Abbott
Herbert and Dorothy Adams
Roger and Nancy Adams
Leon and Trudy Akers
Tim and Darlene Akers
Joe and Alison Aloisio
Ernest and Alberta Angevine *
Craig Angevine
John and Pauline Applin
Robert and Hildegard Armstrong
Karl and Rita Aromaa
Alex and Chris Auty
Howard and Laurie Bailey
Carolyn Bailey
Lorenzo and Jan Baker
Randall Baker
The Banks Gallery *
Bradley and Judith Barker
Jim and Alyssa Barker
Ruth Barrett
Donald and Karen Bean
George Bell III
Randall H. Bennett
Barbara Berger
Robert M. Bernstein

Francis and Mary Lou Berry
Bethel Citizen
Betterment Fund
Steve Bies
Merrill Bittner and Nancy Noppa
Ruth Blakney
Philip Blampied
Stanley Blane
Edward Blume
Richard and Georgette Bohr
Garret and Melody Bonnema
Dennis and Dru Breton
Seth Briggs *
Chris Brink and Jill Rundle
Michael and Eileen Broderick
Robin Brody *
Brooks Brothers Inc.
Mark Brooks and
  Catherine WoodBrooks
Susan Brooks *
Walter and Beth Brough
Keith Brown
John and Marjorie Burgess
Harrison and Frances Burns
Norman Buttrick *
David and Linda Carlson
Tucker and Susie Carlson
Chris and Karen Carney
Tom Carter
Paul and Jennifer Casey
Thomas Chadbourne
Benton and Patricia Chandler
John and Martha Chandler
Jim and Jane Chandler
Stephen and Lynda Chandler
Charleen Chase
Jennifer Chase *
Robert and Nancy Chiacchio
Donald M. Christie, Jr.
Richard C. Churchill, Jr.
Leo and Sara Chylack
Bill and Ki Clough
Ray and Joan Cole
Scott Cole
Virginia Cole
Dr. Donald Cook
Michael and Betsey Cooper
Jayne Costa

Richard and Gretchen Courage
James Cowgill
Allen and Mary Crane
Allen and Jackie Cressy
Stuart and Ellen Crocker
Davis Conservation Fund
Dwight and Gloria Davis
Norman and Eleanor Davis
Robert and Jeanne Davis
Robert and Pauline Davis
Ted and Linda Davis
Burt deFrees
Richard  Deshaies
Edward and Laureen DiNocco
Lala Dinsmore
Joseph P. Donahue
  Charitable Foundation Trust
Robert and Georgia Donati
Charles P. Donnelly
Barry and Kathleen Donohue
Marshall and Elizabeth Douthart
Amy Downie *
Robert and Mary Anne Dragoon
Jim and June Dragoon
Dutch and Elaine Dresser
Paul and Lorraine Duclos
Kevin Duffy and Sharon Lawson
Marilyn Dupuis
Byron and Diane Dyer
Ed Easter and Elizabeth Meadows
Bruce B. Edwards
Paul and Anne Eggers
Dan and Jo Elliott
Jay and Lynne Espy
Donald and Ruth Feeney
Peter and Francoise Fetchko
Kevin and Margery Finley
Lincoln and Suzanne Fiske
Irene Force
Betsey Foster
Roger and Marilyn Fournier
John and Julia Fox
Bob and Polly Foye
Lisa Freda
Barbara Freeman
David Freiday
Bill and Linda French
William and Gail Frongillo

Virginia Gamble
Ray Geiger and Wendy Youmans
Dillon and Paula Gillies
Mark and Jane Gilmore
Michael and Katherine Giunta
Paul and Anne Goldenheim
Elinor Goodwin
Kevin Gough and Paula Jones
Gould Academy
John and Cynthia Gralenski *
Philippe and Gwen Gut
Mary Haberman
Arthur Halprin
A. William and Susan Hamil
Lisely Handanos
Hanley and Associates
Lester and Holly Hartman
Adele Harvey
Warren and Bettyanne Hastings
Barbara Hayden
Leonard and Lynn Heap *
Charles and Phyllis Heywood
Paula Hodgdon
Mike and Lorrie Hoeh
Ruth A. Holmes
Kathy M. Hooke
Donald and Patricia Hopkins
Jane Hosterman
Ken Hotopp and Robin Gorrell
Edwin and Elouise Howe
Stanley R. Howe
Woodleigh and Lee Hughes
Robert and Sharon Hutchins
Mike and Sherry Hyman
Scott Hynek and Kathleen DeVore
Bob and Alidah Iles
Valerie Ingram
James and Jolan Ippolito
Linda R. Isham
Jane’s Trust
Arthur and Joan Jentoft
Jeffrey and Doreen Johnson
Jolly Drayman At The Briar-Lea Inn
Franklin Jones
Arnold and Pearl Jordan
Jack Kallis and Marna Cogswell *
Barbara G .Kaplan

  * New Land Trust Supporters

MAHOOSUC LAND TRUST DONORS  •  January 1, 2009 and December 31, 2009



Steven and Marie Corbin Keane
William and Geraldine Kelley
Rebecca P. Kendall
Ronald and Marguerite Kendall
Jack and Joan Kendra
Peter and Jill Kenney
William Kieffer III and Jim May
George and Linda  Kimball
David Kirchgessener
John and Ann Knowles
George and Carolyn Koehler
Kim and Barbara Kubach
Ari Kurtz and Moira Donnell
John and Rosemary Laban
Wayne Landry
Cathy Lane
Kenneth and Maryann Langley
Brad LaRoche and Evelyn deFrees
Margaret Lawson
Ann Leger
Mary Leimbach
John Leone *
Ron Lessard and Mary Fox
Philip and Linda Libby
Liberty Employee Donations *
Nicholas and Nancy Litchfield
Stephen and Ellen Little
Jeffrey and Jolene Littlehale *
Arlene Lowell
Ben Lupovitz
Jim and Linda Macgregor
Barbara I. Mahler
Sylvia Vandersluis and Hal Mahon
Mahoosuc Guide Service
Mahoosuc Realty, Inc.
Maine Community Foundation
Maine Land Trust Excellence Program
Maine Press Inc.
Maine Woods’ Wise Program
Jim and Anne Mann
Robert and Denise Manning
David and Ellen Manson
Art and Ellen Marshall
Cyril May
Chad and Irene McGrew
Robert and Kathleen Meador
Gerard  Michaud Jr.
David and Terry Miles
David and Joan Miller

Dexter and Barbara Miller Jr.
Stanley and Susan Milton
Mission Research GiftWorks
Jim Mitchell
Nina R. Mollicone
Jane Moosbruker
Abi Morrison
David and Ann Morton
Mountain Greenery
Richard and Judith Neunzig
Charles and Cathy Newell
Michael Newsom and Kathryn Gardner *
Virginia Newsom
George and Danna Nickerson
Charlie Nielsen and Lee Graham
David and Heather Nivus
Jerome and Sandra Nolan
Jack and Lucy Nordahl
Norway Savings Bank
Elena Noyes
Carolyn Nygren
Robert O’Brien and Michaela Casey
Nelson and Eve Obus
V. Roger Onorati
Kevin O’Reilly and Nancy Eaton
Marv and Tineke Ouwinga
Jean K. Owen
Jim and Lucia Owen
Tony and Beth Owens
Ronald and Sandra Pacy
Don Parker
Dolores Parkes
Jeff and Patty Parsons
Arla Patch
Sidney and Eileen Pew
Nathaniel and Melissa Philbrick
Marcel Polak and Emily Ecker
Elizabeth and Susan Pollack
Bonnie Pooley
Igor and Karie Popov
Kevin Pouche and Rose Olszewski
Bruce and Shirley Powell
Paul Fallon and Robin Prentice
David and Cecile Provencher
Carlo and Paula Puiia *
Norm and Joan Putnam
Pete and Vicki Rackliffe
Dick and Gretchen Rasor
Ted and Alison Ratcliff

Jack Raymer and Ginnie Ferrell
James and Katherine Reddoch *
Charlie Reiss
Jim and Julia Reuter
Ralph and Barbara Richards
Janet Richardson
Virginia S Rickeman
Irv and Barbara Robinson
Mark and Sabrina Kurtz Rossi
Walter and  Emma Rous
John and Lauren Rowe
Kenneth and Lois Ruff
Rumford Hospital Staff
Barbara Russell
Marilyn Sahlberg
Andrea Bretz Savitz
Hans Peter and Antje Schaefer
Scott Stone
John and Suzanne Schneider
John Schwartz
Eric and Lucia Schwarz
Peter and Joan Seaman
Stephen Seames
Kim and Kris Sears
Gerard and Catherine Seely
Dave and Dotty Seiter
Jay Seiter
Brett and Sara Shifrin
Dave and Mary Jane Shiverick
John K. Shorb
Kirk and Martha Siegel
Todd and Kara Masters-Siekman
Casimir and Grace Skrzypczak
Phil Somers and Darleen House
Ann Speth and Roger Smith
Howard and Ruth Spidell
Robert and Janet Spidell
Charles and Bernice Stevens
David Leigh and Sally Stevens
Henry and Pat Stewart
Bob Stewart
Bill Stockwell
Robert and Bonnie Story
David Stowell
Jan Stowell
Leonard and Alice Strait
Richard Stratton and Sandra Francis
Gary and Anne Stuer
Sunday River Region Charitable Fund

Sunday River Ski Resort
Steve and Patti Swan *
John and Cordelia Swinton
Thomas E. Talarico
Christopher and Susan Tarr
Debra Taylor
Kent and Ruth Taylor
Dick and Sally Taylor
George and Kathleen Thew
Taylor Thompson and Valerie Uber
Rosabelle Tifft
Russell and Holly Tornrose
David M. Tourangeau
David and Roselynn Trentham
Lewis and Shirley Tucker
Bill and Bobbi Tucker
William and Nancy Uber
William Ullman
Jerry and Shireen Vincent
Dan and Jennifer Vogt
Frank and Janet Vogt
Dean and Priscella Walker
John Walsh
Jane Wardwell
Donald and Hilary Ware
Philip M. Weinberg
Thomas Wentworth and
   Catherine Heffernan
Beth and Kenton Wheeler
Carolyn Whewell
Mark Wight and Mo Ginther
Raymond and Donna Whipple *
John and Caroline Whipple
Warren Whitney and Betsey Ham
Caroline J. Wilk
Nancy Willard
Patricia Williams
Virginia Williams
Virginia and Diane Williamson
Dennis and Rita Wilson
Mike Wilson and Carolyn Graney
Anne and Betty Wood
Joy Yarnell
Clifford and Diane York
Roger and Lynne Zimmerman
Robin and Doug Zinchuk
Arita Zitoli

* New Land Trust Supporters

MAHOOSUC LAND TRUST DONORS (CONT)  •  January 1, 2009 and December 31, 2009
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TRAILS COMMITTEE DREAMS NEAR FRUITION
The Mahoosuc Land Trust Trails Committee is pleased to report that by the end of this summer we will be able to celebrate
the tangible results of many months of planning and grant writing. The Bethel Pathway will be significantly extended so that
the many people who use it for exercise and recreation will have much more room for strolling and striding.

First of all, the Gateway portion of the Pathway, already funded by a Recreational Trails Program submitted by the Town
of Bethel, will be constructed by Jack Cross. This segment of the Pathway will go from the corner of the Intervale Road and
Route 26 along the edge of MLT’s Gateway land, swing right at the corner of Sunset Road, and end about halfway up
Sunset. As it crosses a little stream, we will construct a bridge to pass over a wetland area. We hope eventually for benches and
perennial plantings along this lovely stretch with its magnificent views.

Recently, the Mahoosuc Land Trust received another Recreational Trails Program grant to fund trail construction between
Davis Park and the Gateway portion, taking walkers safely between Route 26 and the Alder River over to Intervale Road.
By the end of the summer the Pathway will stretch from a foot
path behind the Good Food Store, behind the Mayville businesses,
across the North Road, past Bethel Outdoor Adventure, through
the covered bridge, past Davis Park and all the way up to Sunset
Road.

The Trails Committee welcomes new volunteers as we look toward
a huge celebration this fall of the progress made in creating walking
paths and trails. Please let us know if you would be willing to
participate in the planning of our next steps or would prefer to join
work parties to continue constructing trails. Call the MLT office
at 824-3806.

Jeremy Nellis, Barbara Russell and Jeff Parsons
at Trail Committee meeting.


